Friday 24th May 2019
Dear Parents,
I have been very fortunate over this last week to be involved in some incredible school events.
The Year 3 & 4 trip to France, our success at the swimming gala and the epic year 6 camping
trip has highlighted to me just how fortunate I am to lead such a wonderful school. I have
seen staff go above and beyond for the love of their scholarship and dedication to the children.
I have watched children flourish and grow as individuals as a result of these confidence
boosting activities. During the swimming gala in particular, a teacher from Minster School
approached me to comment on how polite and well-behaved our children were. She said that
our swimmers were very encouraging towards hers and that they offered words of
encouragement before the race. These values and attributes demonstrated by our children are
equally as valuable as the medals won on the day. The staff and I continue to be very proud
of the direction our school is moving in. We are committed to ensuring that the children’s
wellbeing and happiness remain at the very heart of every step we take.
It was wonderful to see so many parents at our assembly and piano recital this morning.
Haddon Dene is really starting to feel like a family centred school once more. Thank you to
everyone who attended, we hope that you enjoyed the performances.
We hope that you have a fantastic half term. The weather certainly seems to be on our side
for this important family time together. We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday
10th June.
Best wishes

Mrs Parpworth
Headmistress
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Haddon Dene News
Un voyage en France

Last Friday, 17th May, Years 3 and 4 embarked on a trip to Boulogne-sur-Mer on the Opal Coast in
Northern France. For some, it was their first trip abroad without parents and indeed, for some, their
first trip abroad; what an adventure! The children enjoyed the experience of being on a ferry and seeing
Dover and its castle from a different angle.
We arrived in France and a short coach journey later, found us in Boulogne. We walked through
Boulogne to the Old Town where the children experienced the ‘Promenade des remparts’ around it.
They practised their French in the shops we visited and were able to buy souvenirs. The ‘boulangerie’
was very popular with the children and they bought a range of ‘patisserie’ and ‘pain’! It was excellent
to see the children practising their manners in French.
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We ended up by walking
back to the beach to meet up
with the coach for the return
journey. The behaviour of
the children was exemplary
(many comments from the
public we encountered!) and
it was a real pleasure to
experience the day with
them.
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Smiles galore for our Thanet champions!
We had a ‘splashing’ time at the Thanet Primary gala, held last weekend at Hartsdown Leisure
Centre. The competition was fierce with 16 other schools vying for the top spot. Despite
being one of the smallest schools in the competition, Haddon Dene came away as winners of
the Year 3 & 4 category and fourth place overall combined with Years 5 & 6. During the
morning session of the gala, our younger children won a huge cup in celebration of their efforts
and an incredible 13 medals including 3 GOLDS, 4 silvers and 2 bronze medals. In the
afternoon, our older children battled it out coming away with 6 medals including 1 Gold, 1
silver and a bronze. This was an outstanding achievement, gaining 76 points overall.
34 children took part, some swimming up a year early from year 2, with each and every one
contributing to the overall points score, showing true swimming technique and form.

(Finlay – 4th 100m IM )

(Henry – silver 25m FC)

(Melody – Gold 25m back)

(Giovanna – Silver 100m IM)

(Luka – Gold 25m back)

(Ava – 4th 25m butterfly)
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(Finn – Gold 25m fly)

Lottie, Raksiga, Olivia and Thara
were key members of thebreast)
winning
team

(George – Silver 25m)

The champions holding our prestigious trophy. Mrs Crompton and Mrs Dyer are simply over
the moon.
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Lewis Russell 5th 25m freestyle,
Noah Bull 1st 25m backstroke,
Rebecca Kemp 4th 25m breaststroke,
William
Smith
silver
25m
breaststroke and Isaac Pheils bronze
in the 25m butterfly.
Ella showed true team spirit by
standing in at the last minute. She
diligently filled in for an absent team
member meaning that the relay team
could still take part in the
competition.

It was an exhilarating day, with children finding a ‘bug’
for competing in the pool. So much so, many have
decided to join Thanet Swim Club to develop this new
found passion.
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Our older swimmers were delighted to represent our school and take part in this fun gala.

The joy of writing

On Tuesday, Reception impressed us with their retelling of Hansel and Gretel just by looking
at a text map. This is part of our new ‘Talk 4 Writing’ scheme which we are starting to use
across the school as a way of improving literacy excellence. The children then shared with
pride their favourite bits of writing. We heard about what they would take to the moon, what
they would do if they were awake in the night and what they did with their families during the
school holidays. This was all the children's own idea and they were very excited to show
everyone their "brilliant writing".
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Year 6 embrace the great outdoors
Our intrepid explorers had an amazing time at Marshside Campsite in Minster this week. This
trip was enabled by Ms Hodges (Jacob’s mum) who is a Scout Leader. We were mightily
impressed with the speed in which the children erected their own tents!! During the two-day
trip, they visited St Mary’s Church where they took part in bell ringing. This is a surprising
physical activity requiring rhythm and focus. This magnificent church holds much historical
relevance for the local community and is well worth a visit. The winding, steep staircase
leading up to the bell tower is an experience in itself. We were fortunate enough to hear the
church organist play pieces of music such as Bach in D minor. Afterwards, Ella wowed us all
with her piece from the Harry Potter theme tune.
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Later that day, we visited Minster Abbey where Sister
Benedict took us for a guided tour. Again, this is a
hugely significant site steeped in local history. We
learned about how the Abbey has been destroyed over
time by people such as King Henry VIII. He ordered
the buildings to be knocked down due to the
opposition the nuns had shown towards him. As such
the Abbey was knocked down and the materials used
to build the fort in Reculver. Over time, the Abbey has
been rebuilt time and time again, with one part of the
building lasting from its first iteration. This particular
part is thought to be one of the oldest, surviving
structures in the whole of England, dating back to
Norman times.

Towards late afternoon, the children had the opportunity to develop their climbing and
abseiling skills. Even Mrs Satish had a go! During the evening, the children enjoyed singing
songs by the camp fire and socialising with each other. Sleeping outside was an experience
for us all, one I am sure we will never forget! It was a wonderful opportunity to embrace
nature, build essential life skills and appreciate one another’s company. They demonstrated
impeccable behaviour throughout and were incredibly helpful with the chores. Thank you
very much to Ms Hodges for organising this memorable trip for the children. Also thank you
to Zoe who went above and beyond to ensure that we were well catered for.
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A trip back in time for Reception
Reception thoroughly enjoyed a
sunny day at Deal Castle this week.
As well as investigating all of the
defensive
features
they
have
discussed during lessons, the children
were able to work together to build a
castle of their own using puzzle
bricks, handle various castle-related
resources, create their own graffiti
and also use muskets to explore the
castle tunnels.

We would like to thank Zoe for providing their lovely picnic lunch as well as Rob and Annie
for accompanying us. Thank you also to Izzy for bringing cookies to share on the beach!
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PFA Update
Dear friends and family,
Next meeting: Friday 14th June at 2:30pm.
90th Celebrations Wednesday 12th June
We are looking forward to celebrating the 90th birthday of Haddon Dene. We plan for the
children to enjoy their lunch as a banquet lay out, in the playground (weather permitting).
Second hand uniform sale: Friday 14th June during our coffee morning from 8:45am –
9:45am. Anyone who wishes for us to sell uniform for them, can deliver uniform to the school
office. Items must be in good condition and label. The PTA have a set price list for second
hand uniform and askes for 20% of the sale price. For anyone wishing to purchase uniform in
the meantime can do so, please contact Zoe Green or Sally Uden. Uniforms and sizes can be
found on our Facebook page.
HoRRIBLE HISToRIES Summer Fayre Friday 21st June 2:30pm-4:30pm

Planning for this event is well underway, we have some great new stalls for the children to
enjoy, whilst learning about the events that took place in history.
Become an archaeologist, fire a bow and arrow, help put out the Fire of London, whilst Mums,
Dads, Aunts and Uncles enjoy an alcoholic beverage and a slice of cake.
Ideas for fancy dress, without the expense….
Ancient Greek, Roman, Egyptians: White/black pillowcase/ oversized t-shirt- Cut out holes
for arms and head, decorate toilet rolls for wristbands and add a rope or gold belt.
Victorian: old shirt, trousers and flat cap, dirty up the face slightly or a long frilly dress.
Pinterest and google have some great ideas too.
Sponsorship: what a great way to advertise your business; by sponsoring a stall at our fayre.
Sponsorship starts from as little as £10 up to the amount you are willing to give. Sponsors will
have a poster on a stall, along with business cards, and mentioned in our newsletter and on
our Facebook page. Please contact the school office, your class rep or Zoe Green if you have
any questions.
We are also kindly asking for prizes for our popular raffle. All donations will be gratefully
appreciated.
We would like to wish everyone an enjoyable, safe half term.
Have a fantastic weekend
The Friends of Haddon Dene
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These children have been nominated for an Excellence in Conduct or Excellence in Learning
Award and have received a red tie and a certificate. Well done to all these children.

Week 2

Excellence in Conduct

Excellence in Learning

Reception

-

Elizabeth James/Darcey Page

Year One

Conrad Elderton-Baybars

Felix Agnew

Year Two

Harvey White

Rashdan Syed

Year Three

Nicsikha Kirupakaran

Ethan Collier

Year Four

Lottie Francis

Jack Perks

Year Five

Seren Reynolds

Isobel Clark

Year Six

Alejandro Hill Perez/
Hermione Redwood

-

House Points Winners

Week: 25

Haddon Dene House Point chart
Manners
92

Running total:

1224

Vernon
92
1250

Green Tie Award
This has been awarded to Luka Ilvonen and Andrew Bull for their contribution to
our school environment.
Messages from the office….
Peter Pan: Could parents of children who have been asked to come in on Wednesday 5th
June for an extra rehearsal, please email the office and let Mrs Barber know whether they
can attend – thank you.




Letters sent home this week:
Swim Safe – Margate Beach
Rare Breeds Visit
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Wishing everyone a lovely half term break.
Kind regards
The Office

Forthcoming dates:
Summer – 2019
25th May

LAMDA

8th June

LAMDA

10th June

Big Write Week
Term begins
Year 5 & 6 Swim safe with Mrs Crompton – Margate beach
Year 4 & 5 Football – Upton Junior School
PFA Father’s Day gift wrap
Haddon Dene 90th Birthday celebrations – PFA picnic
Elocution Cup
Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – All welcome
Pumpkin (pastoral dog) to visit school
Quick Cricket Year 5 & 6 – Margate Cricket Club tbc
Waterloo Cross Country Cup – Upton Junior School
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott – 9:30 – 12 noon
Year 6 Bikeability training starts
Year 5 trip to Wildwood tbc
Assembly – Year 1
Year 6 Bikeability
Year 3 & 4 Swim safe with Mrs Crompton – Margate beach
Year 6 Bikeability

11th June
12th June
13th June
14th June
15th June
17th June
18th June
19th June
20th June

23rd June

Year 6 Bikeability
Family morning for new reception class (September 2019)
Year 3 & 4 visit to Canterbury Tales
Parent Evening – L/D – Year 5
Assembly – Mr Scott – All welcome
Dickens Festival – choir GR tbc
Pumpkin (pastoral dog) to visit school
Year 1 & 2 Agility – Dane Court 1:00pm – 3:00pm (Minibus)
PFA Summer Fayre – 2:30pm
Cross Country at Upton Junior School – Year 3 to 6
Year 5 revision with Mr Scott – 9:30 – 12 noon
LAMDA

24th June

Prize Giving – Dane Court School – Evening - time tbc

25th June

Pre-Prep trip to Rare Breeds Centre - Ashford

26th June

Reception 2019 – children morning – 9:30am-10:30am

21st June

22nd June
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27th June

Junior Show – Theatre Royal – Margate 7:30pm

28th June

2nd July

Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – All welcome
Pumpkin (pastoral dog) to visit school
Girls Football Passport – Upton Junior School – 4pm
LAMDA exams
Year 5 revision with Mr Scott – 9:30 – 12 noon
‘Baby Gym’ session with Mrs Crompton for registered children yet
to start in Little Denes
Assembly – Year 2

3rd July

London theatre trip to see ‘Wicked’ year 3 to 6

4 July

Transition Day for whole school

5th July

Sports Day – Broadstairs Cricket Ground – 10:30am – 2:00pm

6th July

16th July

Year 6 Prom
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott 9:30 – 12 noon (last one)
NO CLUBS THIS WEEK
(Clubs postponed due to Sports Day will be held during lunchtime)
Year 6 leavers lunch with Headmistress
Parent Evening – Year 6
Year 5 & 6 Athletics – Royal Harbour
Leavers Assembly 11am
Term Ends – 12 Noon
Party Bus to collect Year 6
Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 1)

18th July

Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 1)

22nd July

Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 2)

24th July

Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 2)

30th July

Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 3)

1st August

Summer Holiday Club – 8:45 – 12:45pm (week 3)

29th June
1st July

th

8th July
10th July
12th July

6th
Staff training day
September
Monday
New Term Begins
9th
September
12th
Kent Test
September
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Menu
Week commencing: 10.06.2019
Monday
Chicken/vegetable stir fry, egg noodles with prawn crackers
Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Chocolate mandarin cake/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Tuesday
Sausages, boiled potatoes and baked beans
Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Pineapple upside down cake/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Wednesday
Roast turkey/stuffed peppers, roast potatoes,sweetcorn,
roasted carrots and gravy
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Strawberries and shortbread/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Thursday
Steak/vegetable pie, new potatoes and green beans
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Carrot cake/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Friday
Cheese & tomato pizza, oven chips and salad
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Peaches and Ice cream/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Please speak to a member of the school catering team or class teacher if your child has intolerance to any of
the 14 allergens in food.
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