Friday 15th March
Dear Parents,
“If we’re growing, we are always going to be out of our comfort zone.”
(John Maxwell, author)
We shouldn’t underestimate the resilience it requires for our children to participate in the
various activities they do. To perform in a school show and recite one’s lines takes poise. To
stand on a diving block knowing you are about to race against the best takes nerve. To perform
a piano recital in front of a packed audience takes courage and well-rehearsed skill. To keep
going in a long-distance race, even when your body is telling you to stop, takes grit. We are
constantly reminded of the incredible confidence displayed by our children. And yet, it is not
necessarily the silverware or accolade that is important here. It is the fact that our children
invest their time and effort to learn and grow in whatever field they are passionate about.
Haddon Dene is a school where staff and children alike embrace challenges, see efforts as a
path to mastery, learn from criticism and find lessons and inspiration in the success of others.
Nobody likes to make mistakes, but they are something we can learn from. Children are far
more likely to participate in activities if they do not fear the consequences of being wrong. We
cannot develop and grow unless we try new things and venture outside our comfort zone.
A show full of humour and fun - ‘Hats Off’

What a fantastic Prep show!
It retold the story of the
seasons, drawing on how life
changes for the animals on
the farm. Moments like these
are extremely precious and
form long-lasting memories
for our families. The children
have worked so hard in
rehearsals and concentrated
on learning their lines at
home.
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The costumes were superb and really brought the show to life. Despite some last-minute cast
changes due to illness, the children rose to the occasion and delivered a show to be proud of.
Mr Redwood and Mrs Golding are both in agreement that the children have made an
incredible amount of progress over the last few months. Thank you to all staff for supporting
the children in delivering this heart-warming show. It was truly superb and packed full of
humour. A wonderful way to start the weekend.
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A walk in the park? Not for our runners!
Well done to all our children who participated in the Quex Park Cross Country last weekend.
Despite strong winds, our runners braved the cold and represented our school with pride.
Cross Country is an event we encourage all our children to participate in. It doesn’t matter
about placing, it is about building character and taking part. There is nothing more pleasing
than to see the satisfaction on the children’s faces upon the completion of their races.
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Thanet Music Festival
Congratulations to everyone who took part at the Thanet
Music Festival last weekend. We are delighted that we were
so well represented at this prestigious event. Ethan C, Ethan
PJ, Giovanna, Grace and Mabel took part. It takes hours of
practice, dedication and fine skill to play the piano. They all
played beautifully and with total confidence.
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Mabel performed a total of 3 pieces at the festival. She
gained a commended score of 85 in the solo under 8’s, a
distinction score of 87 in the duet and an outstanding
score of 90+ in the solo under 11 category where she
gained a first place! The judge said her winning piece
showed ‘real purpose and character’.

Rising Star
Congratulations to Alejandro in Year 6, who has
achieved a Silver Award in the Bonus Round of
the Primary Maths Challenge with an incredible
score of 19. The Primary Maths Challenge is
aimed at primary school children in years 5 and 6.
The test itself consists of 25 questions which need
to be answered in 45 minutes. Answering the
Primary Maths Challenge questions does not
depend on mathematical ability alone, but on the
ability to think things through, be logical and find
ways to solve problems. It is designed to make
pupils think outside the box.
Alejandro has had quite a journey through this
challenge. Over 67,000 children took part in the
initial stage of the competition from schools across
the country. Of these, 2375 (top 3.5% of the
population) qualified for the Bonus Round;
Alejandro did so with a gold award.
During the Bonus Round, Alejandro had to complete a discerning mathematical paper. The
consensus from The Primary Maths Challenge organisers was that the paper was harder than
last year’s and the data seem to confirm that. In total, 1496 were awarded during the bonus
round. We are delighted to announce that Alejandro is amongst 657 children who achieved
a silver award in the Bonus Round, placing him in the top 1% of the population who
participated in the challenge this year.
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A triumphant team
We are incredibly proud to announce that
Haddon Dene’s swimming team are Kent County
Small School Champions after winning both their
medley and freestyle events, leading them
victoriously to claim two gold medals. Lewis,
Noah, Rebecca and William fought valiantly in
the pool against the best small schools in Kent,
winning by a second in the freestyle relay and just
a tenth of a second in the medley relay. They
never gave up, showing great resilience and
teamwork. They have qualified for the next stage,
meaning that they will represent our school at the
South East Regionals.
Some of our talented younger swimmers also took
part in the individual races. Giovanna, Finn and
Finlay from year 4 took part. It was a great
learning experience for them, which they will take
forward to future competitions.
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London Science Museum
On Thursday, the Juniors had an amazing opportunity to visit the National Science Museum
in London. What a great place it was to see, touch and experience science first-hand. It was
interactive and thought-provoking.
The Wonderlab exposed the wonders of our everyday world through exhibits, artworks and
live shows. Children were curious and began to think like scientists. They investigated the
properties of different states of matter, watched the amazing effect of water freezing and also
experienced the wonder of space while discovering its effects on the lives on Earth. They also
experimented with patterns to complete challenges, creating beautiful tessallations.
All in all, everyone had a fantastic time in London. It was fun and educational.
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Special Art

Year 1 and 3 are entering an art competition. The
theme is 'My Special World' and exhibits will be on
display at Sainsbury's Westwood Cross from April
22nd until 28th. Official opening of the exhibition is
on Saturday 21st April. The judging panel will
consist of professional unbiased artists and will take
place two weeks before the exhibition.

Calling all parents!
Did you know that our wonderful school will
be celebrating its 90th birthday this year? Were
you a previous student at Haddon Dene or do
you know of any friends or relatives that were?
We are looking to create a collection of
photographs of our school from times gone by.
If you do have any, we would be very grateful
if you could bring them in so that we can take
a copy.
We are looking to create a
memorabilia exhibition in the hall during our
90th birthday party celebrations on the 12th
June.
Change of drop-off point
As the new Headmistress of our school, my ultimate priority is to ensure the safety of our
children. As a result, and after careful deliberation with the staff, I have decided to change the
morning drop -off point back to the front gate. A letter has been sent home today outlining
my reasons for this. Thank you for your understanding.
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Heads up with K & W
It was lovely to see the Prep school
show. The children were so confident,
and they tried their very best. We can
remember doing our Prep show, Peter
Pan. Time has passed by so quickly.
Our science trip was so much fun and
interesting. We’d like to thank Miss
Perry for organising this for us. Don’t
forget to bring in your science projects
next week for our science fair.
We hope that you have a great
weekend.

School values award – Arabella Chhabra
Congratulations to Arabella for achieving
the School Values Award this week.
Arabella is always polite and greets staff
with a smile. She is very respectful and
always offers her hand to Mrs Parpworth at
home time. Miss Ward said she is very
considerate. She looks after her friends and
is always the first to check someone is okay
or to cheer someone up when they need it.
Well done Arabella.
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Excellence Awards
These children have been nominated for an Excellence in Conduct or Excellence in Learning
Award and have received a red tie and a certificate. Well done to all these children.
Week 6

Excellence in Conduct

Excellence in Learning

Reception

Jake Bingham

Max Goodgame

Year One

Stanley Keel

Conrad Elderton-Baybars

Year Two

-

Ava Harris /
Mabel Dunbar-Brunton

Year Three

Ethan Collier

Ethan Collier

Year Four

Melody Sagir

Jack Perks

Year Five

Grace James /
George Richards

-

Year Six

Noah Bull

Ella Harding-McCormack

House Points Winners
Week : 23
Running total:

Haddon Dene House Point chart
Manners
81
763

Vernon
82
766

PFA Update
The PFA
Upcoming events:





Friday 22nd March – PFA meeting – Dining Hall 9am.
Mother’s Day gift wrap: Wednesday, 20th March
Father’s Day gift wrap: Wednesday, 12th June
Summer Fayre: Friday, 21st June – ‘Horrible Histories’ theme
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Messages from the office….








Letters sent home this week:
Year 6 – ‘Easter Cracked’ – Tuesday 26th March
Year 1&2 – Forest School, Quex Park – Thursday 21st March
Year 5 Revision Workshops commencing 4th May
Year 6 Revision days in Easter holidays
Change of morning drop-off point with effect from Monday 18th March - sent home
today.
We still have 5 places available for the ‘Wicked’ theatre trip. Please contact the office
if your child wishes to go. Look out for a note coming home on Monday confirming
your child’s place and the first payment to be made on ‘School Money’.

I am so proud of all the children who have represented our school across various activities this
week and of all our Prep children who delivered such a wonderful performance in ‘Hats Off’.
I have received so many positive comments about our school from members of the community
over the last few weeks. Our children, staff and families make this school a truly inspirational
place to be part of. I hope that you have an enjoyable weekend.
Best wishes

Mrs Parpworth
Headmistress
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Forthcoming dates:
Spring/Summer -2019
16th March
18th March

Year 2 workshops
LAMDA
Big Write Week – Reception, Yr1&2

19th March

Year 6 trip to Howletts

20th March

30th March

Parent Consultation Evening (LD-Year 5)
Junior Show auditions
PFA Mother’s Day gift wrap
Netball at Dane Court 4pm
Parent Consultation Evening (Year 6)
World Down Syndrome Day – ‘Wear odd socks’ £2.00 donation
Year 1&2 Forest School – Quex Park
Science Fair (years 3-6) – parents welcome at 2.30 to look at the science
exhibition arranged by the children
Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – all welcome
PFA meeting – 9am Dining Hall
Easter Service - children only
Last day for Clubs
6 Nations Rugby – Upton Primary 9-12 noon
LAMDA
NO CLUBS THIS WEEK
Trip 3&4 – Kent Life – ‘Viking’ Day
Year 2 Football – Margate FC
Egg Box Design – competition
‘Easter Cracked’ Year 6 – Baptist Church, St Peter’s
Reception/Year 1 trip to Elmwood Farm, Broadstairs
Song Festival – the Choir to attend 7pm (Winter Gardens, Margate)
(Rehearsal 9.30am-2.15pm – parents to take/collect)
Re-schedule of Netball at Dane Court from 12th March
Assembly – Mrs Parpworth
Toy sale – 11.45 am
End of Term -12 noon
LAMDA

15th April

Holiday Club (15th-17th April incl.)

16th April

Year 6 revision days 16,17,18th – 9.30-3.30 pm

23rd April

Staff training day

24 April

Summer Term starts

25 April

Year 2 beach clean at Stone Bay

27th April

Open Morning 9.30-12 noon
LAMDA
Rugby – Upton Primary
Year 3&4 trip to Viking Bay
Year 3&4 Ruby – Minster Primary
Year 3&4 trip to Monkton Nature Reserve PM
Year 2 Infant Agility – Ursuline College PM

21st March

22nd March

23rd March
25th March
26th March

27th March

th
th

30th April
2nd May
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4th May
6th May
7th May
8th May
10th May
11th May

LAMDA
Year 5 1st revision class with Mr Scott – 9.30 – 12 noon
Bank Holiday Monday – school closed
Big Write Week
Year 3&4 Football – Margate FC
Little Denes walk to park for ‘Teddy Bear’ picnic
Year 3&4 Football
Year 3&4 – Tennis – Margate Tennis Club – tbc

13th May

LAMDA
Netball 7-aside main netball tournament – 9am
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Key Stage 2 SATS

14th May

Year 5 trip to Kent College Farm

16th May

Year 3 beach clean Louisa Bay

17th May

23rd May

Year 3&4 trip to France –leave 7.45am prompt – return 5.30pm approx.
Year 5&6 Tennis competition – Margate Tennis Club
Thanet schools swimming gala Hartsdown LC
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Fire Service visit HD
Orienteering Year 3&4
Reception trip to Deal Castle
Year 6 – Camping trip to Minster
Year 6 to return – 3pm

24th May

Last day of Term

25th May

LAMDA

1st June

LAMDA

8th June

LAMDA

10th June

Term begins

11th June

Upton Year 4&5 football

12 June
13th June

PFA Father’s Day gift wrap
Haddon Dene 90th birthday celebrations
Elocution Cup

14th June

Quick cricket Year 5&6 – Margate cricket club

15th June

Waterloo Cross Country cup – Upton Primary
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Year 5 trip to Wildwood
Year 6 Bikeability
Year 6 Bikeability
Year 4 beach clean – Dumpton Gap
Year 6 Bikeability
Family morning for new Reception Class (September 19)
Parent evening for LD – Year 5

18th May
21st May
22nd May

th

17th June
18th June
19th June
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20th June
21st June
22nd June

Year 6 Bikeability
Year 3&4 Canterbury Tales visit
Parent evening for Year 6
PFA Summer Fayre – 2.30pm

24th June

Cross country – Upton Primary – Year 3-6
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Prize Giving – Dane Court School – (Evening – time tbc)

25th June

Prep trip to Rare Breeds Centre – Ashford

26th June

Reception 2019 – children morning

27th June

Junior Show at the Theatre Royal, Margate – 7.00 pm

28th June

Girls Football passport – Upton – 4.00pm

29th June
2nd July

LAMDA EXAMS
Year 5 revision class – Mr Scott
Year 3&4 trip to Stone Bay

3rd July

London theatre trip to see ‘Wicked’ – year 3-6 (40 places)

4th July

Transition Day for whole school

5th July

Sports Day – Broadstairs Cricket Ground 10.30-2.00pm

6th July
8th July

Year 6 Prom
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott (last one)
Year 6 leavers lunch with Headmistress

10th July

Year 5&6 Athletics – Royal Harbour

12 July

Leavers Assembly 11am
Term Ends – 12 Noon
Staff training day

th

6th Sept.
Monday 9th
September
12th September

New Term Begins
Kent Test
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Menu
Week commencing: 18.3.19
Monday
Turkey meatball, quorn in a tomato sauce with pasta
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Cherry bakewell cake /fresh fruit/yoghurt
Tuesday
Beef/quorn chilli con carne filled tacos, jacket potato/salad
Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Chocolate mandarin cake / fresh fruit / yoghurt
Wednesday
Roast pork, stuffed peppers, roast potatoes, sprouts, swede, stuffing & gravy
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Fresh fruit crunch pot and natural yoghurt /fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Thursday
Chicken and leek pie/veg pie, new potatoes, peas & sweetcorn
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/ salad bar
Eve’s pudding & custard /fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Friday
Fish fingers, homemade chips and peas
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Lemon drizzle cake with cream / fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Please speak to a member of the school catering team or class teacher if your child has intolerance to any of
the 14 allergens in food.
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