Friday 8th March
Dear Parents,
“I'm a great believer that any tool that enhances communication has profound
effects in terms of how people can learn from each other, and how they can achieve
the kind of freedoms that they're interested in.” (Bill Gates)
Communication is fundamental to children’s development; children need to be able to
understand and be understood. Communication is the foundation of relationships and is
essential for learning, play and social interaction. We begin communicating from the moment
we are born. As a child develops, it is important we nurture their communication skills, so
they are capable of expressing themselves, clearly and confidently, in all aspects and areas of
their life. This week, we had a number of children who took part in LAMDA examinations
at the Thanet Speech Festival. To be able to speak in public with such confidence is
commendable at this age.
As part of ‘Reading Week’, the children took part in a range of activities designed to inspire a
love of reading. Reading is a great activity to help improve your child's communication
proficiency; it develops their language acquisition and introduces them to a range of
vocabulary, helping them to communicate with ease and clarity. As they get older, reading
together provides an excellent opportunity for discussion, creating an environment where a
child can comfortably and confidently get used to articulating and sharing their ideas.
A Reading Week to remember
We’ve had a very busy time celebrating
Reading Week at Haddon Dene. Monday saw
the launch of our annual Readathon. We hope
children are enjoying their chosen books and
will raise lots of money to support children in
hospitals. After the children have completed
their Readathon, you will be able to pay
sponsorship
money
online
at
readforgood.org/sponsor.
On
Tuesday,
Lauren Busby, author of ‘Woblin’ visited our
school. She read her book to the children and
ran a Q and A session. Lauren stayed for a
book signing and photograph opportunity.
Lauren said, “The school could not have been
more welcoming, and the pupils were just so
kind and enthusiastic!”
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On Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtime the
children were invited to visit another special guest.
A Mexican Storyteller read books to the groups in
English and Spanish and the children took part in
games and craft activities. All gathered on a
special blanket adorned with dolls to listen to the
stories. Many thanks go to Olga Bull for sharing
her wonderful traditions and culture with our
children.

On Thursday, we were truly lucky to welcome Polly Dunbar
to our school. There were two particularly excited little girls
(Pearl and Mabel) who watched their Aunty Polly with special
interest! Polly read some of her books to the children and
talked about becoming an author and illustrator. She
explained how books are created, showing them a dummy
book and how to draw illustrations. Polly also is co-founder
of Long Nose Puppets, an award- winning theatre company
and the children were able to meet some of her characters. It
was a fantastic day and we would like to thank Polly for giving
up her time, and her brother, Ben (Mabel and Pearl’s daddy)
for organising this and making this special day possible.
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The pure joy and wonder is evident to see on everyone’s faces. Polly has inspired our
children and made the journey to becoming a published author accessible.
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We completed our week with many children dressing up as their favourite TV, film or book
character. Even the teachers joined in the fun! Everybody made a fantastic effort and prizes
were awarded to children from each class for the most innovative homemade costume.

Captain Haddock & Tin Tin
Conrad and Jacob

Hermione is ‘practically perfect’

Miss Ward with Reception Class – Snow White, the seven dwarves, the wicked witch and the
magic mirror.
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Our children and staff surpassed our expectations
with these exquisite costumes. Clearly everyone
has gone to a great deal of time and effort to make
this day such a success.
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Thank you to Mrs Nicholass. Reading Week has
been a fantastic success!

Well done to our prize winners:
Little Denes - Milo
Year 1 - Felix
Year 2 - Harvey
Year 3 - George
Year 4 - Jack, Andrew
Year 5 - Maddie
Year 6 - Phoebe
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LAMDA success
We are very proud to provide our children with
the opportunity to take part in LAMDA. This
year Ava Harris, Mabel Dunbar Brunton,
Angus MacPherson, Henry Hodge, Andrew
Bull, Giovanna Piper, Isaac Cotterill, Ethan PJ
and Ruby White took part in theThanet Speech
and Drama Festival. Mrs Bourne has been
successfully entering pupils into the Speech and
Drama Festival since 2006 across all disciplines
of communication and performance. This
includes: The Speaking of Verse and Prose,
Reading for Performance, Public Speaking,
Acting and Mime.

Effective communication skills are at the heart of Mrs Bourne’s teaching. To be able to stand,
with confidence, in front of an audience and recite a poem, deliver a speech or perform an
acting scene or mime will arm the children of Haddon Dene with the very life skills that are at
the roots of our school. Our results from the festival are as follows:

Poem Year 2 and under
2nd place Angus MacPherson
Original Poem Yr 5-6
2nd place Ruby White
Prose Reading Yr 4 and under (1st time entry)
1st place Henry Hodge
Poem Year 4 and under (1st time entry)
1st place Andrew Bull 2nd place Henry Hodge
Bible Reading Yrs 5-6
1st place Ethan PJ Ethan wins the Franks Trophy for
Bible reading Yrs 8 and under.
Prose Year 5-6
3rd place Ruby White and Isaac Cotterill.
Poem Year 5-6
2nd place Isaac Cotterill
Mime Year 6 and under
2nd place Isaac Cotterill.
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LAMDA lessons currently take place on Saturdays at
our school. Mrs Bourne is our specialist teacher who
provides weekly lessons and helps children to prepare
for their forthcoming exams. Mrs Bourne’s website for
more information is www.bourne2perform.co.uk.
Many of our previous students continue the LAMDA
path, some preparing for exams at grade 6,7 and 8. Our
previous Head Boy and Girl, Pratigya Peshena and
Pranav Sidappa were amongst Mrs Bourne’s successful
entrants again this year.
Please contact the office for more information about
this valuable extra-curricular activity.

Year 4 share their passion for science
Year 4 gave an assembly about the importance of
science with the aim of inspiring others and to raise
the profile of science across the school. With our
upcoming science week, the class want to
encourage everyone to realise that science is for
everyone. Years 3-6 will visit the Science Museum
in just over a week’s time. We are running a
science fair on 21st March where children from
Years 3 to 6 are encouraged to develop their own
science project to display in the hall. There are lots
of ideas online or in the library. Children can speak
to Miss Perry or Year 4 for ideas.
Years 5 & 6 investigate the ‘Big Bang’

Last Friday, Years 5 and 6 were treated to an exciting
Science show at the Discovery Park in Sandwich, organised
by The STEM HUB. The children had access to a range of
‘hands-on’ experiences including making medicines using
balloons as replica molecules, virtual reality, making clouds
from liquid nitrogen – there were plenty of experiments to
spark their imagination. The children’s engineering skills
were also put to test when they had to build a bridge using
paper and string.
Here are some of the comments from the children:
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At the Big Bang event, I put my head in a cloud of
liquid nitrogen. I really enjoyed that because I liked the
feeling of the cold on the back of my neck. I also really
enjoyed watching photosynthesis in action. Another
great one was learning about the big structures of
Dreamland and how they stand up. This was fun!
(Morgan)
I was very excited by the code cracking stall, which I
solved with my fellow classmates. I found Discovery
Park exhilarating. (Seren)

I really enjoyed the 3D printer stand where I had to build
shapes, layer by layer. I learnt that hard work and
patience can take you a long way. It took me 30 minutes
to build all 3D shapes, but I never gave up! It was so
much fun and very educational at the same time. (Chloe)

My favourite activity was the practice ambulance where we
tried to do CPR on a dummy. It made me really interested
in biology. Also, the liquid nitrogen was really inspiring and
made me interested in Chemistry. I found that nitrogen is
the seventh element in the Periodic Table. (Hermione)
I loved our trip to Discovery Park and the liquid nitrogen
show. I learnt that when you put gas filled balloon in liquid
nitrogen, the gas turns into liquid and the balloon shrinks as
liquids take less space than gas. When the balloon was taken
out of the liquid nitrogen, the balloon slowly rises as the
liquid turns into gas when heated. (Rebecca)
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Our fight against plastic pollution continues
Year 1 conducted a very successful beach clean this week. In just one hour’s work, the children
managed to fill two whole bags of rubbish. The children were very vigilant whilst collecting
the litter and were excited to be doing their bit for the environment. It was most thought
provoking for the children and they have learned about the importance of championing change
and taking action. Olivia did her own beach clean this weekend and picked up some balloons
that were littering the area. Balloons can be particularly dangerous for wildlife as birds can
get tangled in the string or they can land in the sea and be mistaken for jellyfish and ingested
by marine animals. Letting balloons fly away in the outdoors is quite dangerous to wildlife
and should be avoided.

Illegal Parking
I am very saddened to be writing this message to our
parents. I have been informed by members of the public,
neighbours and our indeed some of our own parents that
there continues to be dangerous and illegal parking by
some of our parents dropping children off to our school.
The safety of our children is of paramount importance to
us all. Please do not park on double yellow lines or on the
corners in and around the school. Not only does this
endanger our children but also those from Upton School.
By taking the time to park sensibly you could prevent a
serious accident or fatality from occurring.
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Heads up with K & W
It was lovely to see Miss Hatch today.
We wish her farewell and lots of luck for
her new role.
Reading Week has been amazing this
year, thank you to Mrs Nicholass for
organising this event.
We hope that all parents take note of the
warning against dangerous parking. All
of our lives are precious, and we really
don’t want any accidents happening that
could have been avoided.
Enjoy your weekend.

Excellence Awards
These children have been nominated for an Excellence in Conduct or Excellence in Learning
Award and have received a red tie and a certificate. Well done to all these children.
Week 5

Excellence in Conduct

Excellence in Learning

Reception

Jake Bingham /
Auben Shaddick

-

Year One

Magnus Dilkes

Sophia Chubb

Year Two

Henley Shaddick

Angus Khaing Macpherson

Year Three

Ethan Collier

Henry Goodgame

Year Four

Leopold Hessler

Lottie Francis

Year Five

Ruby White / Isaac Cotterill

-

Year Six

Lacie Mai How

Emma Brown

House Points Winners
Week : 22
Running total:

Haddon Dene House Point chart
Manners
108
682

Vernon
111
684
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Green Tie Award
This has been awarded to Olivia (Yr 1) for his contribution to our school
environment.

PFA Update
The PFA
Upcoming events:





Friday 22nd March – PFA meeting – Dining Hall 9am.
Mother’s Day gift wrap: Wednesday, 20th March
Father’s Day gift wrap: Wednesday, 12th June
Summer Fayre: Friday, 21st June – ‘Horrible Histories’ theme

Messages from the office….








Letters sent home this week:
London Theatre Trip – ‘Wicked’ -Year 3-6. Wednesday 3rd July - 40 places, allocated
on first come first serve basis – 10 places are still available!! Please come to office to
put your child’s name down by Wednesday 13th March at the latest. Thank you.
Prep Show letter – Friday 15th March
Egg Box Creation – Competition – Tuesday 26th March
Mother’s Day Gift Wrapping – Wednesday 20th March
We kindly ask if you wish your child to be collected/taken home from school on the
mini bus, we DO ask parents to contact the office in the first instance.
Thank you.

What a busy and successful week we have had. The children have been exposed to a range
of opportunities from science exhibitions, to LAMDA performances to interactions with
famous authors. It is delightful to hear the children talking about these experiences and to
see first-hand the impact this is having on their future aspirations. I would like to thank Miss
Perry, Mrs Nicholass and Mrs Bourne for organising these events.
Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes

Mrs Parpworth
Headmistress

HEADMISTRESS: Mrs Joanne Parpworth B.Sc.(Hons), PGCE, NPQH (pending).
Telephone: 01843 861176 Email: secretary@haddondene.co.uk Web: www.haddondene.co.uk
Haddon Dene School is the trading name of Alpha Schools Ltd. Registered in England at the above address. Reg No: 04973126

Forthcoming dates:
Spring/Summer -2019
9th March

11th March
12th March
14th March
15th March
16th March

Thanet Festival – Piano Competition
LAMDA
Cross Country – Quex Park – Year 3-6
Kent Schools swimming Gala – Hartsdown Leisure Centre - relays
Big Write Week – Years 3-6
Science Week
Assembly – Mrs Crompton and the ski team
Netball Festival – Dane Court – Year 5&6 – 3.45 – 5.15 pm
London Science Museum trip – years 3-6 –leave 8.15 – return 4pm
approximately
Pre-prep Show at the Queens Road Baptist Church – 2.15 pm

18th March

Year 2 workshops
LAMDA
Big Write Week – Reception, Yr1&2

19th March

Year 6 trip to Howletts

20th March

Parent Consultation Evening (LD-Year 5)
Junior Show auditions
PFA Mother’s Day gift wrap
World Down Syndrome Day – ‘Wear odd socks’ £2.00 donation
Netball at Dane Court 4pm
Parent Consultation Evening (Year 6)
Year 1&2 Forest School – Quex Park
Science Fair (years 3-6) – parents welcome at 2.30 to look at the science
exhibition arranged by the children
Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – all welcome
PFA meeting – 9am Dining Hall
Easter Service - children only
Last day for Clubs
LAMDA

21st March

22nd March

23rd March
25th March

30th March

NO CLUBS THIS WEEK
Trip 3&4 – Kent Life – ‘Viking’ Day
Year 2 Football – Margate FC
Egg Box Design – competition
Reception/Year 1 trip to Elmwood Farm, Broadstairs
Song Festival – the Choir to attend 7pm (Winter Gardens, Margate)
(Rehearsal 9.30am-2.15pm – parents to take/collect)
Assembly – Mrs Parpworth
Toy sale – 11.45 am
End of Term -12 noon
LAMDA

15th April

Holiday Club (15th-17th April incl.)

23rd April

Staff training day

24th April

Summer Term starts

25 April

Year 2 beach clean at Stone Bay

26th March

27th March

th
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27th April
30th April

Open Morning 9.30-12 noon
LAMDA
Rugby – Upton – details to follow
Year 3&4 trip to Viking Bay

2nd May

Year 3&4 trip to Monkton Nature Reserve PM

4th May
6th May

LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Bank Holiday Monday – school closed

7th May

Big Write Week

8th May

Year 3&4 Football tbc

11 May
13th May

LAMDA
Netball 7-aside main netball tournament – 9am
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Key Stage 2 SATS

16th May

Year 3 beach clean Louisa Bay

17th May

Year 3&4 trip to France –leave 7.45am prompt – return 5.30pm approx.

18th May
21st May

Thanet schools swimming gala Hartsdown LC
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Fire Service visit HD

22nd May

Reception trip to Deal Castle

24th May

Last day of Term

25th May

LAMDA

1st June

LAMDA

8th June

LAMDA

10 June

Term begins

11th June

Upton Year 4&5 football

12th June

PFA Father’s Day gift wrap
Haddon Dene 90th birthday celebrations
Elocution Cup

th

th

13th June
15th June
18th June
19th June
20th June
21st June
22nd June
24th June

LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Year 4 beach clean – Dumpton Gap
Family morning for new Reception Class (September 19)
Parent evening for LD – Year 5
Year 3&4 Canterbury Tales visit
Parent evening for Year 6
PFA Summer Fayre – 2.30pm
Open Morning for Pre-preps 9.30-12 Noon
LAMDA
Year 5 revision class with Mr Scott
Prize Giving – Dane Court School – (Evening – time tbc)
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25th June

Prep trip to Rare Breeds Centre – Ashford

26th June

New Reception class – children morning

27th June

Junior Show at the Theatre Royal, Margate

28th June

Girls Football passport – Upton – 4.00pm

29th June
2nd July

LAMDA EXAMS
Year 5 revision class – Mr Scott
Year 3&4 trip to Stone Bay

3rd July

London theatre trip to see ‘Wicked’ – year 3-6 (40 places)

5th July

Sports Day – Broadstairs Cricket Ground 10.30-2.00pm

6th July

Last year 5 revision class with Mr Scott

8th July

Year 6 leavers lunch with Headmistress

12th July

Leavers Assembly 11am
Term Ends – 12 Noon
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Menu
Week commencing: 11.3.19
Monday
Beef/veggie Bolognese served with pasta and garlic bread
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Rice pudding and strawberry jam /fresh fruit/yoghurt
Tuesday
Chicken/veggie tikka masala served with rice/jacket potato
Onion salad/mint yoghurt and poppadum’s
Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Syrup sponge with custard / yoghurt
Wednesday
Roast beef, stuffed peppers, roast potatoes, cauliflower cheese, carrots,
yorkshire pudding & gravy
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Rhubarb & pear crumble and custard /fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Thursday
Toad in the hole (pork/veggie sausages), mashed potato, cabbage, peas &
gravy
Bread rolls, choice of fillings/ salad bar
Peaches and ice cream /fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Friday
Chicken drumsticks, vegetarian burger, new potatoes and corn on the cob
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Apple & sultana flapjack/ fresh fruit/ yoghurt
Please speak to a member of the school catering team or class teacher if your child has intolerance to any of
the 14 allergens in food.
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