Friday 8th November 2019
Dear Parents,
This week has been UK Parliament Week. The children have really enjoyed debating the
merits and drawbacks of fireworks from Little Denes all the way through to year 6. They came
up with some very interesting arguments whilst listening to each other’s views in a respectful
way. The newsletter features more information on this. Mrs Cook also kindly organised a
mock election where the children had the opportunity to vote for their choice of food for next
Friday’s menu: Italian or American. The school council divided itself into two distinct
campaign teams, where they canvassed their proposition on posters and delivered a speech in
assembly. Votes were registered during a ballot with the overall winner being American food.
It was a useful exercise for everyone to take part in. The key learning for everyone involved
was around the need to conduct votes with dignity and respect for the opposing party. Being
respectful and tolerant of other people’s views is a pivotal part of being a model British citizen.
We have had a very exciting week indeed! Through Mrs Crompton’s extensive network, we
have managed to secure some furniture which was used at Luton Airport’s ‘pop up’ library.
This furniture was designed by Andrew Cross, a local man who lives in Margate. The
furniture is worth in excess of £38,000 and we have been extremely lucky to have been picked
over other schools in the local area to house these beautiful pieces. Revamping the library has
been a real team effort. All teachers rolled up their sleeves and played their part in bringing to
life our exciting new vision. A vision which places reading at the forefront of everything we
do. A vision which strives to instil a passion and love for reading in every child we teach. A
particular thanks to Mrs Hilton for reorganising and categorising the books, Rob for freshening
the walls with a marvellous paint job and to Mr Harris (Ava’s dad) and Mr Good for helping
to move the extremely heavy furniture up to the first floor. We would also like to thank Mrs
Crompton’s son Joe, for making the necessary adjustments to the furniture and fixings to make
them safe. Morgan, in Year 6, is our library monitor and she has researched various additions
to the library including lighting and wall vinyls. We look forward to putting her proposals
into action. None of this would have been possible without Mrs Crompton’s foresight and
utter devotion to our school community. We cannot thank her enough. We are making the
final tweaks and adjustments and further photos will follow in next week’s newsletter.
The children have been reflecting on the importance of Remembrance Sunday and Armistice
Day. The very liberty we enjoy today is because of the bravery and dedication of our soldiers
throughout our history. We cannot thank them enough for giving our children the freedom
to form their own beliefs, thoughts and identities. We will be holding a minute’s silence on
Monday at 11am to pay our respects.
We do hope that you found the parent workshop on E-Safety useful. One of the biggest issues
we face as parents, carers and teachers is the ever-changing online presence our children are
exposed to and the influence this has over them. There are so many benefits of the children
using games and search engines online, however, there are increasing threats that we must
safeguard against. If you were unable to attend the workshop, Mr Knights and the E-Safety
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Warriors, Betty, Grace and Seren, have kindly put together a presentation which covers the
key elements discussed. This has been attached alongside our newsletter for your perusal.
Next week is Anti-Bullying week. Every week at Haddon Dene is Anti-Bullying week but we
wanted to do something special to create extra awareness within our school community. We
are asking that children wear odd socks on Tuesday 12th November. This is an opportunity to
encourage children to express themselves and celebrate their individuality and what makes us
all unique! We will be running lots of in-class activities where our school values will be
reinforced.
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Best wishes

Mrs Parpworth
Headmistress
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Haddon Dene News
Haddon Dene’s Big Debate and mock election
To mark UK Parliament Week, we have held debates across the week in all classes. The
focus of these debates has been whether or not fireworks are a good thing. The children
formed their own opinions and looked at the merits and drawbacks of using them. A list of
reasons why or why not was made and each of these were discussed. The classes came up
with the historical factor, being a family event, fireworks looking pretty as reasons for. The
list for against included the danger aspect, the cost, the noise, not helping the environment
and animals being frightened, not forgetting waking babies up!

We then held a mock election which was hugely successful with every child realising the
importance of their vote. 92% of the school community voted overall with American food
winning the ballot. It really was a valuable exercise in democracy which reinforced everything
it means to be a British citizen.
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The campaign teams delivered highly effective and persuasive speeches in assembly.

Here you can see some of the children at the polling station, registering their vote:

Next Friday’s lunch will reflect the vote of the children. We will all enjoy an American themed
lunch.
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Kent Living museum
On Tuesday, Years 3 and 4 visited Kent Life
Museum in Maidstone for an Egyptian Day.
Dressed as Egyptians, the children had a
wonderful day enjoying various workshops
including learning about everyday Egyptian life,
how the Egyptians dressed, mummification and
the afterlife, hieroglyphics and the magical
medicines that were used. They also looked at
how rope was made and tried making brick
pyramids. The most enjoyed workshop involved
learning a dance that would have provided
entertainment for a pharaoh. Music to go with this
was provided by Mrs Bryant, Miss Perry, Mrs
Murray and Mrs Jackson. Well done to the
children and staff for participating in the activities
with enthusiasm and a fun day by all was had.

Year 2 assembly goes off with a bang!
This week, our school has been celebrating UK
Parliament week with debates and democratic
voting for next week's school dinner. Year 2
embraced this event with an assembly based on
Bonfire Night. The class used knowledge
gained from their history lessons and further
research to deliver an interesting assembly on
Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder plot. They
ended their assembly with advice for keeping
safe when using fireworks and sparklers on
bonfire night. The class worked hard to learn
their lines and spoke clearly and confidently. If
you are attending any displays over this
weekend, then please take the advice given to
you by Year 2. Have fun but keep safe!
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Our library vision takes flight
It has been our dream to revamp our library for some time now. In line with our vision to
enhance the love of reading in our school, we strongly felt that our library needed a makeover
to make it more inviting. A library should be a place where children want to spend time, a
place where they are transported into new worlds and inspired by what they read. Our prayers
have been answered and we are so fortunate to have a library to be proud of. We have some
finishing touches to make and then we will be ready to unveil our new library to everyone.
Mrs Parpworth is meeting with Morgan on Monday to discuss how her proposal for the library
is to be implemented. You are most welcome to come and see for yourself the changes we
have made.

Santa Run for Charity
Ethan Collier in Year 4 is running 5km ‘Santa Run’ on the 15th
December in aid of East Kent Pilgrim Hospices. He is hoping to raise
as much money as he can for this worthwhile cause. If you would like
to support him, please click on the link below:
https://www.justgiving.com/LisaCollier11?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_c
ontent=Lisa-Collier11&utm_campaign=pfpemail&utm_term=wVnrZ8Y8p.
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Anti-Bullying Week coming up
On Tuesday 12th November, children are permitted to wear odd socks as part of our antibullying campaign.

Weekly Awards

Excellence Awards
Week 1

Excellence in Conduct

Excellence in Learning

Reception

Florence Russell

Florence Smith

Year One

Elizabeth James

Max Goodgame

Year Two

Nicholas Chhabra

Chloe Adams-Romaya

Year Three

Rupert Russell

Luca Keatley-Siggins

Year Four

Ethan Collier

Henry Goodgame

Year Five

Leopold Hessler

Lottie Francis

Year Six

Ruby Anderson

Jasmine Campbell

House Points Autumn Term 2019
Week: 6
Total:

MANNERS
70

VERNON
61

511

501

Jasmine Campbell was awarded the School Values Award for her exemplary and outstanding
conduct this week.
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PFA Update
Dear Parents and Friends,
Please pass your menu choices, along with your money for the Christmas Ball to your class
representative as soon as possible. It’s not too late to get a ticket for this fun event, let us
know if you would like to join us.
The Christmas card artwork is due in on the 11th November. Please pass your designs to the
office. Each order means £1.00 is donated to the PFA.
Plans are underway for our Christmas Festive afternoon on the 11th December. If you are
able to help at this event please let your class representative know.

Upcoming Events
Christmas Ball: Saturday, 30th November
Christmas Festive Afternoon: Wednesday 11th December from 3:30pm
Pantomime trip: Thursday, 12th December
Warm regards,
The Friends of Haddon Dene
Messages from the office….
 Please ensure that all Christmas shoeboxes reach the office by no later than Friday 15th
November. Thank you.
Letters sent home this week:
 Football Festival – Margate FC
 British Museum Visit
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.
The Office
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Forthcoming dates:
Autumn – 2019
Sat. 9th
November
11th November

RNLI – How to save a Life – two sessions 10:00-11:00 & 11:15-12:15
LAMDA
Anti-Bullying Week

12th November

Odd Socks Day
Assembly – Year 3
Year 3/4 Football – Margate FC
Year 1 – Horse Riding

13th November
15th November
Sat. 16th
November
18th November

Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – All welcome
‘Children In Need’ – Non-uniform day £2 donation
LAMDA
Road Safety Week

19th November

Assembly – Year 1

20th November

Year 1 – Horse Riding

22nd November Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – All welcome
Sat. 23rd
November
26th November
27th November
29th November

Kent Junior Schools’ Cross Country Championships – Brands Hatch
LAMDA
Elocution Cup – 9:00am – 12:00 noon.
PFA – Little Denes visit to the Reindeer Centre
Year 1 – Horse Riding

Sat. 30th
November
2nd December

Assembly – Mrs Parpworth – All welcome
Choir – Singing at Maurice Lodge tbc
LAMDA
PFA - Christmas Party for the Parents – Pegwell Bay Hotel
Year 6 – Visit to The British Museum

3rd December

Little Denes and Reception – Nativity – Dress Rehearsal am

4th December

Nativity 2pm – Little Denes and Reception
Year 1 – Horse Riding (Last Lesson)
Christmas Service – Holy Trinity Church
Rehearsal am – Service 2:15pm - NO CLUBS THIS DAY
Nativity 9:30am – Little Denes and Reception
Choir – Singing at Gresham House
Open Afternoon – ‘Winter Wonderland’ 1:00 – 3:00pm

5th December
6th December
Sat.7th
December
9th December

Talent show pm

10th December

Christmas Lunch/Christmas jumpers can be worn

11th December

Coffee and mince pies to be served in the Dining Hall from 9:00am –
all parents very welcome
PFA – ‘Christmas Festive Afternoon’
PFA – Visit to the Pantomime

12th December
13th December

Christmas Assembly – Samuel Hearle and Mrs Parpworth
Term Ends at 12 noon
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Mon. 16th
December
Tues. 17th
December
Wed. 18th
December
Tues. 7th
January 2020
Wed. 8th
January
15th January

Holiday Club
‘Cooking’
8:45 – 12:45pm
Holiday Club
‘Slime workshop and Craft’ 8:45 – 12:45pm
Holiday Club
‘Father Christmas Visit’ 8:45 – 12:45pm
Inset Day – Staff Training
TERM BEGINS

3rd February

Bollywood Dance Day 9:30 – 3:00pm Juniors + Year 1 & 2 (times
tbc)
Big Read Week

11th February

‘Safer Internet Day’

14th February

Prep School Show – Sarah Thorne Theatre
Last day of Term
HALF TERM – Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February

Mon. 17th
February
Mon. 24th
February
Mon 2nd
March

TERM BEGINS
Year 3 & 4 Swimming at Upton Jnr School
Year 6 GL Assessments this week
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Menu
Week commencing: 11.11.2019
Monday
Turkey meatballs in a tomato sauce/vegetarian mince Bolognese pasta
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Vanilla sponge and custard/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Tuesday
Chicken Tikka Masala/vegetable curry, rice,
Mixed curried vegetables and onion salad
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Chocolate cookies/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Wednesday
Roast pork/vegetable frittata, roast potatoes, stuffing,
White cabbage, peas and gravy
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Apple pie and cream/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Thursday
Steak/vegetable pie, new potatoes, green beans and carrots
Jacket potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Fresh fruit/yoghurt
Friday
Fish fingers/veggie burgers, oven chips, baked beans/salad
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Banana flapjack/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Please speak to a member of the school catering team or class teacher if your child has intolerance to any of
the 14 allergens in food.
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