Friday 6th December 2019
Dear Parents,
I think it is safe to say that we are finally feeling in the festive spirit! What a wonderful week
we have had, filled with community spirit and opportunities for our little stars to shine. The
Nativity was simply fantastic, with children from Little Denes through to our narrators in Year
One remembering all their lines, songs and dance moves. This level of delivery and
concentration from children of such a young age cannot be underestimated. They managed
to entertain a hall packed of happy people without fear or stage fright. I know everyone who
came to watch will take away special memories which will last a lifetime. Thank you to all
the staff who worked tirelessly to prepare the children for this magical Nativity performance.
The Carol Concert was a beautiful way to celebrate this important time of year as we draw
closer to Christmas. Haddon Dene traditions were at the very core of the service, whilst a few
contemporary pieces added to the entertainment. It was a wonderful atmosphere with joyous
performances from children across the school. Thank you to our children, parents and staff
once more for making our school community one to feel very proud of.
I was saddened to learn of the terrorist attack last week on London Bridge. My sincerest
condolences go out to the families of the victims for their loss. Our Year 6 school trip to
London went ahead as planned on Monday. The children had a wonderful time learning
about the history of international monetary systems at the British Museum. British Values are
at the core of our school ethos. We will continue to teach our children about the importance
of democracy and tolerance of others’ beliefs. We will always strive to celebrate our freedom
and liberty and not be restricted by the acts of those who threaten to undermine our way of
life.
Finally, I would like to thank our choir, Mr Redwood and Mr Scott for arranging a visit to
Gresham Residential home to perform songs for the elderly. I know that the residents
thoroughly enjoyed the performances, being a wonderful way to pay something back to our
local community.
I hope you have a productive weekend in the run up to Christmas and look forward to seeing
you at our Open Day on Saturday between 1-3pm where there will be lots of festive fun to
enjoy.
Best wishes

Mrs Parpworth
Headmistress
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Haddon Dene News
Our Little Stars shone so brightly!
Well done to our wonderful children for their part in Haddon Dene’s Nativity 2019. I am sure
everyone who watched will agree that the performances were very impressive and highly
entertaining. Our children in Reception and Year 1 remembered all their lines and placements
throughout the shows, demonstrating remarkable skill for children of that age. The children
in Little Denes danced and sang beautifully. Thank you to all parents for your support in
learning the lines and lyrics. We will update you very shortly with the website reference for
the video and we will share the photographs as soon as they are processed. Thank you to Mrs
Smith and Mrs Godden for helping to organise this.

Further photographs will follow in next week’s newsletter.
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A magical Christmas Service
Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas Carol Concert. We thoroughly enjoyed
all of the festive performances. We would like to give a special mention to Bonnie, our candle
bearer, for her role in this important Haddon Dene tradition. Thank you also to Mrs Golding
and Mr Redwood for producing such a heart-warming service.
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The true meaning of Christmas
This week, Year 6 visited the Queens Road Baptist Church to learn about the true meaning
of Christmas and the birth of Jesus. They learned some very interesting facts such as there
are no references in the Bible about Mary have ridden on a Donkey to Bethlehem. The
session was punctuated with lots of fun activities including a highly entertaining
performance from ‘Reverend the Rapper’. Later on, they made some delicious mince pies to
take home.
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Is money too tight to mention for Year 6?
On Monday, Year 6 travelled to London to the British Museum to see an exhibition of coins
and money systems from around the world. The class is currently studying the History of
Money, looking at the first type of monetary system used (salt believe it or not!) and how
coinage and paper money has evolved, bringing it right up to date with credit cards and
banking systems. They engaged in an informative and knowledgeable talk on money and were
able to handle exhibits in the museum. The items on show in the museum included shells and
other forms of bartering once used as types of money across the globe.
On the way back, they took advantage of the beautiful winter sunshine and walked through
Green Park for an impromptu photo shoot outside Buckingham Palace!
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Community Service for our choir
Well done to our choir for their performances at Gresham House Residential Care Home
today. They sang a range of festive songs to entertain the elderly clients which certainly
uplifted their spirits and boosted their wellbeing. They conversed about their favourite
Christmas traditions and talked about special memories from years gone by. We are so
delighted that our school is able to share love and joy with others at this time of year.
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PFA Update
Dear Parents and Friends,
Last Saturday was the Christmas Ball at the Pegwell Bay Hotel. The food was lovely and there
was lots of dancing and laughter. Thank you to those parents and teachers who joined us for
this celebratory evening. Thanks also to those people who donated raffle prizes for this event.
Next Wednesday is our Festive Afternoon. Please come along and join us, there will be festive
cakes, mulled wine and delicious curry for sale. We shall be running some stalls for the
children and there will be a chance to see Father Christmas visit the school once more. Raffle
tickets have been sent home offering everyone a chance to win a hamper full of goodies. There
will be the opportunity to buy more tickets on the day. This event starts after school and we
hope to see you there.
The next PFA meeting will be on Friday 17th January.
Upcoming PFA Events
Christmas Festive Afternoon: Wednesday, 11th December
Pantomime Trip: Thursday, 12th December
Warm regards,
The Friends of Haddon Dene

Messages from the office:
All Spring Term invoices have now been issued to parents. In order to
claim the Spring term fees early payment discount, funds need to be
received on or before the final day of this term. Thank you.
Please note that progress reports will be sent home to parents at the end
of term.
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Forthcoming dates:
Autumn – 2019
Sat.7th
December
9th December

Open Afternoon – ‘Winter Wonderland’ 1:00 – 3:00pm

10th December

Christmas Lunch/Christmas jumpers can be worn

11th December

Coffee and mince pies to be served in the Dining Hall from 9:00am –
all parents very welcome
PFA – ‘Christmas Festive Afternoon’
PFA – Visit to the Pantomime

12th December
13th December
Mon. 16th
December
Tues. 17th
December
Wed. 18th
December
Tues. 7th
January 2020
Wed. 8th
January
15th January

Talent show pm

Christmas Assembly – Samuel Hearle and Mrs Parpworth
Term Ends at 12 noon
Holiday Club
‘Cooking’
8:45 – 12:45pm
Holiday Club
‘Slime workshop and Craft’ 8:45 – 12:45pm
Holiday Club
‘Father Christmas Visit’ 8:45 – 12:45pm
Inset Day – Staff Training
TERM BEGINS

3rd February

Bollywood Dance Day 9:30 – 3:00pm Juniors + Year 1 & 2 (times
tbc)
Big Read Week

11th February

‘Safer Internet Day’

14th February

Prep School Show – Sarah Thorne Theatre
Last day of Term
HALF TERM – Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February

Mon. 17th
February
Mon. 24th
February
Mon 2nd
March

TERM BEGINS
Year 3 & 4 Swimming at Upton Jnr School
Year 6 GL Assessments this week

HEADMISTRESS: Mrs Joanne Parpworth B.Sc.(Hons), PGCE, NPQH (pending).
Telephone: 01843 861176 Email: secretary@haddondene.co.uk Web: www.haddondene.co.uk
Haddon Dene School is the trading name of Alpha Schools Ltd. Registered in England at the above address. Reg No: 04973126

Menu
Week commencing: 09.12.2019
Monday
Turkey meatballs in a tomato sauce/ vegetarian Bolognese and pasta
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings and salad bar
Vanilla sponge/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Tuesday
Christmas Dinner
Roast turkey with all the trimmings, roast potatoes, carrots, sprouts, stuffing
Yorkshire puds and pigs in blanket
Profiteroles and cream
Wednesday
Chicken/vegetarian tikka masala and rice
Jacket Potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Chocolate cookies/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Thursday
Cheese & tomato pasta bake
Jacket potatoes/Bread rolls, choice of fillings/salad bar
Fresh fruit/yoghurt
Friday
Jacket potato with a variety of toppings
Bread rolls, choice of filling and salad bar
Pear Crumble and custard/fresh fruit/yoghurt
Please speak to a member of the school catering team or class teacher if your child has intolerance to any of
the 14 allergens in food.
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